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The song of Ficedula hypoleuca, F. albicollis, and their hybrids was described by seven song variables. 

The two species differed significantly in five of these, and were best discriminated by the faster song 

tempo of hypoleuca and the use of higher frequencies by albicollis. The song of some hybrids did not 

differ significantly from that of albicollis but differed in several parameters from that of hypoleuca. Also 

some hypoleuca males sang a song resembling that of albicollis. The occurrence of hybrids and hypoleuca 

males singing albicollis song is proposed to be a consequence of song learning from surrounding males in 

areas with high densities of albicollis. 
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